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Statement from the NAACP Little Rock Branch Regarding the AVAIO Data Center Project in Pulaski County
The NAACP Little Rock Branch recognizes the importance of economic development, technological innovation, and quality job creation in Arkansas. We understand that the proposed AVAIO Digital data center project represents a significant investment in Pulaski County and has the potential to bring new opportunities to our region.
However, economic development must be balanced with environmental stewardship, transparency, accountability, and equity. Projects of this magnitude should not move forward without the public having access to the information necessary to understand both the benefits and the long-term impacts on our communities.
As advocates for civil rights, environmental justice, and community empowerment, we are calling upon AVAIO Digital, state legislators, state regulators, Pulaski County officials, Entergy Arkansas, and Central Arkansas Water to engage in a transparent and inclusive process that addresses community concerns and protects public resources.
Specifically, the NAACP Little Rock Branch calls for:
1. Transparency and Public Accountability
Residents deserve access to all environmental, economic, infrastructure, and utility impact studies related to the project. While some information is available on LittleRockDataCenter.com, public trust requires open communication about the project’s expected energy demands, water usage, environmental footprint, tax incentives, and long-term impacts.
2. Protection of Water Resources
Water is one of Central Arkansas’ most valuable public assets. We urge Central Arkansas Water to provide clear and comprehensive information regarding the project’s anticipated water consumption, potential impacts on regional water supplies, infrastructure requirements, conservation measures, and long-term sustainability planning.
Residents deserve to know how this project could affect future water availability, infrastructure capacity, and whether existing residential and commercial customers will experience any impact on service or costs.
3. Environmental Justice
Historically underserved and disproportionately impacted communities have had to bear an unfair share of environmental risks. Environmental justice requires meaningful community engagement, rigorous environmental review, and safeguards to protect air quality, water quality, and public health.
The NAACP Little Rock Branch also calls for complete transparency in environmental impact studies regarding the long-term impacts of this project on the flora, fauna, and watershed of the proposed area. Understanding these long-term environmental impacts is essential to ensuring that future generations inherit healthy ecosystems and sustainable natural resources.
· Long-term impacts on native wildlife and habitats.
· Water quality and watershed protection.
· Wetland preservation and mitigation.
· Air quality and noise impacts.
· Cumulative environmental effects over the life of the facility.
· Climate resilience and sustainability measures.
4. Economic Transparency
The NAACP Little Rock Branch welcomes investments that create meaningful opportunities for Arkansas families. We understand there will likely be a significant short-term influx of construction jobs during the building phase of this project. However, transparency is needed regarding how many long-term jobs this facility will provide once construction is complete and the specific areas of expertise and career fields those positions will require.
· The number of permanent jobs the facility is expected to create after construction is complete.
· The types of careers, technical skills, and areas of expertise that will be required.
· Expected salary ranges and benefits.
· Workforce development partnerships with local schools, colleges, apprenticeships, and training programs.
· Opportunities for local residents, minority-owned businesses, and historically underrepresented communities.
Economic development should create sustainable careers that allow Arkansas families to thrive, not simply temporary construction opportunities.
5. Protection of Utility Ratepayers
Residents deserve assurance that the extraordinary power demands associated with large-scale data centers will not result in increased utility costs for households, seniors on fixed incomes, small businesses, or working families. The proposed electric service agreements and related transmission investments are currently before the Arkansas Public Service Commission for review and approval. We call on Entergy Arkansas to uphold its Fair Share Plus Pledge that existing customer rates will not increase because of data center development. We also call on Central Arkansas Water and state regulators to provide transparency regarding how infrastructure upgrades, water resources, and energy demands will be financed.
6. Community Benefit Agreements
Community Benefit Agreements should include: local hiring commitments; minority business participation; workforce training and apprenticeship programs; investments in surrounding neighborhoods; and ongoing community engagement and public reporting.
7. Ongoing Community Engagement
The public should have meaningful opportunities to participate throughout the planning, construction, and operational phases of the project. While the Avaio Community Engagement Committee offers an opportunity for local engagement, community advocacy should not end once permits are approved.
Our Position
The NAACP Little Rock Branch is neither opposed to nor supportive of this project without the necessary facts. We support responsible economic development that is transparent, environmentally sustainable, and beneficial to all Pulaski County residents.
We believe our community should never be asked to choose between economic opportunity and environmental responsibility. With transparency, accountability, and meaningful public engagement, we can pursue both.
We encourage AVAIO Digital, Entergy Arkansas, Central Arkansas Water, Pulaski County officials, state agencies, and community stakeholders to work together to ensure that this project reflects the values of fairness, sustainability, and shared prosperity.

Marie Hollowell
President
NAACP Little Rock Branch
“Economic progress should strengthen our communities, protect our natural resources, and create lasting opportunities for future generations. Transparency is not an obstacle to development; it is the foundation of public trust.”
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